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HOUSEKKE 


PEES  1  CHAT 


Saturday,  Aoril  20,-5935"' 


(FOR  BED  ADC  AST  USE  OMLY) 


Subject:  "News  Notes  from  Washington."  Items  of  interest  to  women,  from 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Last  Saturday  our  Washingt on  correspondent  with  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  told  us  about  the  Department's  amaryllis  show,  and  made  me, 
for  one,  feel  quite  envious.     I  wanted  to  see  those  flowers  myself  — 
those  thousands  of  blossoms,   ranging  in  color  from  a  deep  dark  red  to 
pure  white. 

Between  the  pots  of  amaryllis,  our  Washington  friend  told  us,  were 
modest  little  slants  with  rounded  gray-green  leaves  edged  with  white. 
She  didn't  know  the  name  of  this  little  "olant,   so  she  called  our  old 
friend  W.  E.  Beattie.    This  is  their  conversation,  as  faithfully  reported: 

Said  Mr.  Beattie:     "Vinca  ma.i o r  is  the  name.     It '  s  a  fairly  common 
foliage  plant  used  in  window  boxes,  and  hanging  baskets." 

Said  our  Washington  correspondent:     "Doesn't  vinca  major  have  an 
everyday  name?" 

"Ho,"  said  Mr.  Beattie.     "But  it's  related  to  the  periwinkles,  and 
one  of  the  periwinkles  is  known  as  'Old  Maid.'     Will  that  do?" 

So  much  for  the  vinca  major.    Then  cur  Washington  correspondent 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  proud  and  haughty  amaryll is  had  another  name. 

"Knight's  Star  Lily,"  said  Mr.  Beattie.     "And  spell  knight  with  aK." 

And  that's  all  the  information  our  Washington  reporter  could  get 
from  Mr.  Beattie,  about  nomenclature.    Oh  yes  —  he  gave  her  some  good 
ideas  about  taking  care  of  an  amaryllis  in  the  home.     If  you  have  an 
amaryllis  —  a  Knight's  Star  Lily  —  in  your  home,   and  it  isn't  enjoying 
the  best  of  health,  you  night  write  to  Mr.  Beattie,   in  care  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

And  now,  more  news  items.   .  .  Here  are  some  late  facts  about  pros- 
pective meat  suoplies:     "Perk  supplies  are  expected  to  continue  'far  below 
average'  the  remainder  of  this  year;   supplies  of  the  better  grades  of  cattle 
are  expected  to  'continue  small'  for  several  months;  but  lamb  supplies  have 
been  reduced  relatively  little.    The  early  spring  lamb  crop  now  moving  to 
market  is  estimated  to  be  only  slightly  smaller  than  that  of  last  year." 
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Well,  that  item  about  spring  lamb  reminds  me  of  the  laiob  leaflet. 
I  mentioned  it  the  other  day,  and  I  hope  you  sent  for  it,     "Lamb  As  Yon 
Like  It"  is  the  na.ie,  and  you  can  get  the  leaflet  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Another  leaflet  chat  will  be  very  popular  from  now  on  is  the  egg 
leaflet,  "Eggs  at  Any  Ivieal."    As  I  told  you  last  week,   the  price  of 
fresh  eggs  usually  declines  in  the  spring,  which  is  a  good  thing  for 
thoje  of  us  who  like  angel  food  cake,  and  yellow  sponge  cake,  and  salad 
dressing  made  with  eggs. 

Hie  egg  leaflet,  by  the  way,   includes  recipes  for  three  salad 
dressings  —  mayonnaise,   a  coo?ced  dressing  for  meat  and  vegetable  salads, 
and  a  cooked  dressing  for  fruit  salad. 

And  now,  changing  the  siibjeet,  we  are  about  to  be  informed. 

Says  oiix'  correspondent,  "If  you  want  to  keep  yourself  informed  on 
what's  going  on  in  scientific  research,  you  should  become  acquainted  with 
two  important   -lant  -oroducts,  derris  ( d-e-r-r-i~s)  and  oyrethrum 
(p-y-r-e-t-u-r-u-m)  ♦    Very  small,  quantities  of  these  two  plant  products 
kill  many  insects  that  feed  on  vegetables.    Furthermore,  derris  and.  "oyre- 
thrum are  not  likely  to  leave  harmful  residues  on  the  vegetable;. 

"Derris  powder  is  obtained  by  grinding  the  roots  of  a  plant  native 
to  the  British-  and  Dutch  East  Indies.     Pyrethrum  is  nreoared  from  the 
ground  flower  bud.s  of  the  common  daisy  of  the  Far  East.  Insecticides 
made  from  both  these  imported  products  are  on  sale  in  most  seed  store  and 
drug  stores  in  the  United  States,    plant  specialists  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  are  now  investigating  the  possibilities  of  growing  insecti- 
cidal  plants  in  this  country. 

"For  a  long  time,"  —  I'm  still  reading  —  "the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  been  trying  to  find  substances  that  could  be  depended  on 
to  urotect  growing  crops  against  destructive  insect  pests,   and.  still  leave 
nothing  harmful  to  human  beings  on  the  product  to  be  marketed.  This 
difficult  oroblom  is  not  completely  solved,  but  it  looks  as  if  derris  and 
pyrethrura  would  at  least  help  to  solve  it, 

"And  now,"  concludes  our  correspondent,   "I  can  forget  about  the 
prosaic  facts  of  life,  and  go  out  to  buy  a  basket  of  Easter  eggs  for  the 
little  boy  who's  taking  me  to  the  T/hite  House  on  Easter  Monday.    You  see 
he  won't  be  allowed  inside  the  White  House  grounds  unless  he's  accompanied 
by  a  grown-uo,  and  he  would  be  heart-broken  if  lie  coixldn't  roll  Easter 
eggs  on  the  White  House  lawn,  with  thousands  of  other  Washington  children.  .  . 
So  you  know  where  I'll  be  on  Easter  Monday •     Happy  Easter  to  you,  and  I 
hope  it  won't  rain  on  your  new  Easter  bonnet." 

And  that's  ail  of  our  letter  fx*om  Washington.   .  .  I  hope  you'll  all 
have  a  pleasant  day  tomorrow,  and  I'll  be  with  you  again  on  Monday." 
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